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	Curriculum Overview – key concepts

	Communication and Early Literacy
(Development Matters link: communication and language and Literacy)
	Exploring, Curiosity and Early Maths
(Development Matters link: mathematics)
	Knowledge and Understanding of the World

	· Mark making
· Listening skills
· Early communication development
· Nursery Rhymes and songs
· Sensory stories
· Book behaviours
· Developing vocabulary
	· Counting( Rote counting)– rhymes and songs 
· Counting objects
· Building and stacking objects
· Positional and time language
· Comparing objects/ amounts
· Describing and recognising shape
· Sorting and matching
	· Make connections between the features of their family and other families
· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
· Explore how things work
· Explore and celebrate different cultures and beliefs
· Show attention to sound and music
· Use a range of media to create pictures/ representations to develop their own creative ideas.

	Physical and Sensory
(Development Matters link: physical development)
	Independence and Self Help
(Development Matters link: physical development and PESD
	Relationships and Wellbeing
(Development Matters link: PSED)

	· Using large and small motor skills
· Matching physical skills to tasks and activities
· Acquisition of a range of motor skills
· Develop co-ordination in a range of contexts
· Experience a different ways of moving using a range of apparatus and styles – e.g balancing on a beam, jumping off a log
· Using large and small motor skills
· Matching physical skills to tasks and activities
· Acquisition of a range of motor skills





	· Personal independence in basic skills (toileting/dressing/washing/brushing teeth)
· Healthy eating
· Real world play (café/restaurant, differing roles)
· Making choices
· Road safety
· Personal safety
· Personal independence in basic skills (toileting/dressing/washing/brushing teeth)
· Healthy eating
· Real world play (café/restaurant, differing roles)
· Making choices
· Road safety
Personal safety
	· Express preferences and decisions.
· Grow in independence, rejecting help 
· Waiting and turn taking
· Build relationships with key adults and where appropriate other children
Sharing resources





	Whole school curriculum Drivers/ Overarching theme 
	Me/ People 
	Celebrations 
	Transport/ People Who Help Us
	Growing
	Geography
Where I live

	Science
Animals

	Communication and Language focus
	Listen to rhymes & try to join in
	Acts on visual & auditory cues for a familiar routine 
	Select an object by name & identify an object from a group
	Understands simple instructions  
	Indicates needs/ makes choices 
	Communicate using same word/sound/symbol/sign for objects or Imitate/ repeat single words/ phrases

	Year 1  
	Autumn 1  
Home & Family
	Autumn 2  
Light & Dark
	Spring 1 
Emergency Vehicles
	Spring 2  
Garden 
	Summer 1  
Where do I live?
	Summer 2  
Farm animals 

	Year 2  
	Autumn 1  
Bodies & Feelings 
	Autumn 2  
Food  
	Spring 1  
Public Transport
	Spring 2 
Life cycles/ Minibeasts
	Summer 1  
The Weather
	Summer 2  
Sea animals

	Year 3  
	Autumn 1  
My Community
	Autumn 2  
Ways people celebrate  
	Spring 1  
Farm/ Working Vehicles

	Spring 2  
Colour 
	Summer 1  
My School
	Summer 2 
Wild animals or pets 

	Preparation for Adulthood 
(Life Skills Overview) 
 
	Independent Living 
Toileting 
Dressing 
 
	Health 
Eating / Food preparation 
Diet choices and food variety 
	Employment 
Café / Restaurant 
Real World Play 
Career awareness 
	Community Inclusion 
Shopping  
Making choices 
Paying in shops 
	Health 
Cleaning  
Washing / Brushing teeth 
 
	Independent Living 
Road safety/ Travel Skills 
Time awareness 








	Communication and literacy -  – Curriculum driver - History

	
	Key text
	Key vocabulary
	Nursery song or rhyme
	Adult Led Activity Focus
	Phonics/ Reading focus

	Week 1 
	My name is gift

Read for Empathy 2025 - Zeshan Akhter, 'My Name is a Gift' Read Aloud - YouTube


My name is a gift_ Storytelling 
	[image: ]Name 
Mum 
[image: ]
Dad
[image: ]
Grandma
[image: ]
Special
[image: ]

	Good morning song with Makaton
	Makaton ‘My name is ...’
1) Share the story. 
Read for Empathy 2025 - Zeshan Akhter, 'My Name is a Gift' Read Aloud - YouTube

2) Share everyone’s names and why they are important. (use Makaton for special)

3) Makaton of the first letter of their names. (C,J,E,K,P) (Miss/Mrs is just the sign for M)
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
4) Makaton of ‘My name is’ [image: ]
5) Combine the two. My name is (first letter of name)
	Super sounds - home sounds

The Sounds Around Us | Phase 1 Phonics Game


	Week 2
	
	
	Where is peter
	Matching pictures of family members. (mum, dad, grandma, themselves as baby).
1) Share the story 
2) Introduce widgits for family members. (use Makaton alongside it)
3) Introduce photos of their family using widgits and Makaton.
4) Pointing to family members. Place pictures of their family member on the table. Point to one and say this is ... can you point to ...
5) Matching widgits of family member to pictures.
	Super sounds - home sounds

Phase 1 phonics game | Guess the Sound | Listening FUN

	Week 3
	Goldilocks and the three bears
	[image: ]House
Big [image: ]
[image: ]Small 
[image: ]Bear 
	When goldilocks went to the house of the bears.
	Identifying characters
1) Share story. 
2) Introduce bears. Makaton and pictures. 
3) Identify the bears in pictures. Where is the bear? with Makaton from pictures of the story.
4) Describing the bears. (big ears, soft fur, rough paws, wet nose) Using materials and tactile resources with widgits. 
5) How big are the bears. Big small and medium. Which one is big? Which one is small? Use Makaton.
	Super sounds - home sounds

Phonics for 2 and 3 year olds | FUN phase 1 phonics game

	Week 4
	
	
	Family fingers
	Sequence the story, who was first? Who was last? Who said what etc.
1) Share story
2) 1st part of the story. The bears are at home. Emphasise this is first with numeral 1. use picture of the bears at home.
3) 2nd part of the story. Goldilocks is in the house. Use picture from book. Emphasise this is second with numeral 2. 
4) 3rd  part of the story. Bears find Goldilocks in bed. Use picture from book. Emphasise this is third with numeral 3.
5) Order the pictures used in previous session 1,2 and 3.
	Super sounds - home sounds

Phonics Phase 1 Game | Prephonics FUN

	Week 5
	The three little pigs
	[image: ]Blow
[image: ]Down 
[image: ]Pig 
Wolf 
[image: ]
	This little piggy went to the market
	Exploring the materials (stick, hay and stone) cutting and sticking houses. 
1) Share the story
2) Materials. Touching sticks, hay and stone whilst looking at the pictures of the houses in the book.
3) Making the first house. Glueing hay onto a house template. 
4) Making the second house. Glueing sticks onto a house template. 
5) Making the third house. Glueing rocks onto a house template.
	Super sounds - home sounds

Phase 1 phonics game | guess the sound | listening fun

	Week 6
	
	
	The wise man built his house upon the rocks
	Puppet acting out the story
1) Share the story
2) Finding where the pig goes. Adult to show pig going inside a house, ask them to find the pig. The pig is inside the house Makaton. 
3) What does the wolf do? Act out the wolf blowing down a house made of blocks. ( use Makaton to narrate what they are doing. )
4) Identify the puppets and house. This is a wolf, this is a pig, this is the house.
5) Use puppets to act out pig into house, wolf blowing down house.
	Super sounds - home sounds

Phase 1 phonics game | guess the sound | listening fun - YouTube



	Maths – Autumn 1

	
	Key concept
	Key vocabulary
	Nursery song/Rhyme
	Adult Led Activity Focus

	Week 1 
	White Rose Nursery – counting 1
	Next, one more, number
[image: ][image: ][image: ] 
	5 little ducks
	White Rose Maths objectives: Counting to 5 with manipulatives, counting to 5 with the use of numerals, using body movements to count, joining in rhymes, counting resources - outside

1. Hearing number names – sing counting song to the children (e.g. One potato, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  Add in actions.
2. Saying number names, adding actions, sing counting songs, encourage children to join in with actions/words as appropriate.
3. Count out 3 objects. Model counting, touching one object for each number. Repeat, encouraging children to join in. 
4. Count out 3 objects. Model counting, touching one object for each number. Show numeral 3. Give child three objects – count out with adult saying the numbers.
5. My turn – your turn. Count 3 objects. Children count three objects. Repeat with different objects.

*For those that can count to 3 extend this to 5.

	Z'}~~E560111111[-0poilk,v7 6y Week 2
	
	
	5 little monkeys
	White Rose Maths objectives: Counting to 5 with manipulatives, counting to 5 with the use of numerals, using body movements to count, joining in with rhymes, sequencing numbers.
1. Singing counting rhymes, adding in actions. Encouraging children to join in with actions/words.
2. Saying number names, adding actions, sing counting songs, encourage children to join in with actions/words as appropriate.
3. Count out 5 objects. Model counting, touching one object for each number. Repeat, encouraging children to join in. 
4. Count out 5 objects. Model counting, touching one object for each number. Show numeral 3. Give child three objects – count out with adult saying the numbers.
5. My turn – your turn. Count 5 objects. Children count three objects. Repeat with different objects.
*For those that can count to 5, extend to 8.

	Week 3
	White Rose Nursery – subitising 
	See, 
[image: ]
	Speckled frogs
	White Rose Maths objectives: Recognise small amounts of objects, recognise up to 3 objects, have a range of objects to subitise, identifying in books
1. Share a picture book or large photocopy of page from one (e.g. Little Wandle wordless books). Look at image, talking about what is happening using the phrase ‘I see a cow in the mud.’
2. Share a picture book or large photocopy, Model identifying a group and saying ‘I see 2 dogs’. I see 3 ducks.’ etc.
3. Using images of dice spots. Model pointing to one image and saying ‘I see 3’, ‘I see 2’, ‘I see 1’. Ask children – where is 3?
4. Using plates/pots with 1, 2 or 3 objects in. Model ‘I see 3’ etc. Encourage children to repeat.
Using plates/pots with 1, 2 or 3 objects (different to session 4). Model ‘I see 3’ etc. Encourage children to repeat.

	Week 4
	
	
	
	White Rose Maths objectives: Recognise small amounts of objects, recognise up to 3 objects, have a range of objects to subitise, small world opportunities linked to literacy
1. Using images of dice spots. Model pointing to one image and saying ‘I see 3’, ‘I see 2’, ‘I see 1’. Ask children – where is 3?
2. Roll a dice – say how many you see. Encourage children to roll the dice and say ‘I see...’
3. Show dice images for 1, 2, 3. Ask children to ‘Show me 1, show me 2, show me 3’. 
4. Show some images with different quantities of objects on (1, 2 or 3). Ask children to show me 1, Show me the picture with 3, 2, 1 etc.
5. Show some images (use different images to session 4) with different quantities of objects on (1, 2 or 3). Ask children to show me 1, Show me the picture with 3, 2, 1 etc.


	Week 5
	White Rose Nursery - pattern 2
	Next, pattern, copy
[image: ]
	If you're happy and you know it
	White Rose Maths objectives: Explore a range of patterns through songs, copy patterns through objects and movements, following sequences – daily routines, now/next, actions
1. Singing ‘If you’re happy and you know it.’ Encourage children to notice the repeats.
2. Singing songs with repeats such as ‘Polly put the kettle on’ (or others children may know). Emphasise the repeating lines and as children become familiar with them encourage them to join in.
3. Share a story such as Dig, dig, digging by Margaret Mayo (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AgMKUcd_b4) Emphasise the repeated refrains. Encourage children to join in with the repeated refrains.
4. Share the same story again, emphasising the repeats and encouraging children to join in with them.
5. Share the same story again, emphasising the repeats and encouraging children to join in with them.


	Week 6
	
	
	
	White Rose Maths objectives: Explore a range of patterns through songs, copy patterns through objects and movements, following sequences – daily routines, now/next, actions
1. 


	Knowledge and understanding of the world - Driver History

	Week1 
	Their history – pictures of them growing up.  - Make an all about me booklet for this term and put in learning journey
1. Identify pictures of themselves 
2. Collage of pictures of them 


	Week 2
	[image: ]Their family tree – who do I live with
1. Make the tree out of paint and crepe paper using different textures
2. Make a family tree – sticking pictures in the tree of their immediate family
3. Take picture to add to their booklet in learning journey


	Week 3
	Their school 
1. TA - Take pictures of their school – Identify parts of school such as the nest against learning widget  and dinner hall against a widget of food
2. Make a booklet - poster using widgets matching the pictures to the widgets.

	Week 4
	[image: ]Their school friends 
1.TA to take pictures of their school friends – Can they identify their friends 
2. Add to previous weeks booklet

	Week 5
	[image: ]Their school community
1. TA  to take pictures of staff 
2. Make a collage of school staff – If possible, match to widget such as food/teacher


	Week 6
	Their home community – Stapleford
1. Resource pictures of Stapleford community places they may visit such as library, school
2. Stick on small crepe paper pieces to create a road and stick-on places they may visit 
Take picture to place in learning journey.

	Physical and sensory -

	
	

	Week 1 
	PE sessions 
Tough spots themed around family games/turn taking.
Construction building areas.
Dough disco
Interoception sessions - weekly
Climbing and balancing sessions
Fine motor skills sessions – e.g. - Pinching and placing with tweezers/ wind-up toys.

	Week 2
	

	Week 3
	

	Week 4
	

	Week 5
	

	Week 6
	






	Independence and self-help- 

	Week 1 
	Social story about friends 
Waiting and turn taking
Asking for help
Independence with bag and coat
[image: ]How am feeling – widgets – simplified, happy, sad, tired, hungry
Transitions



	Week 2
	

	Week 3
	

	Week 4
	

	Week 5
	

	Week 6
	


	Relationships and well-being -
Embedded into all activities across the provision

	Week 1 
	[image: ]Express preferences and decisions – choices boards – apple or banana   or   tuff spot/tent   
Grow in independence, rejecting help 
[image: ]Waiting and turn taking
Tidy up
Build relationships with key adults and where appropriate other children
Sharing resources


	Week 2
	

	Week 3
	

	Week 4
	

	Week 5
	

	Week 6
	




An inclusive curriculum will be able to:
· Nurture individual interests​
· Celebrate differences​
· Embrace the fact that all children learn and develop in different ways and at different stages​
· Have a child-centred approach which offers individualised learning opportunities for all children​
· Be flexible and adaptable​
· Offer learning through play, alongside guided learning​
· Consider the input of all those involved in the child’s life – family and professionals.
· Be ambitious to allow each child the freedom to develop ideas. Digbys Promise
· Celebrate individual, group and staff wins
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