[image: ]
Albany Infant and Nursery School 
Accessibility Policy


2024- 2027



ALBANY INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL ACCESSIBILITY POLICY
2024- 2027
The purpose of this plan is to outline how Albany Infant and Nursery School will ensure accessible and inclusive education for disabled pupils. At Albany, our core values reflect a strong commitment to creating a school environment with high expectations for all. We provide every child with enriching learning experiences, supporting them in reaching their full potential. In our school, everyone is valued and included. We foster a caring and trusting community where every individual feels a sense of belonging and worth. We work diligently to ensure no child is overlooked, embracing the uniqueness and achievements of each student. At Albany, learning takes many forms, and we are dedicated to developing lifelong learners. Our school is a safe and nurturing space, focused on building children's confidence and self-esteem, because we believe that happy, secure children are best equipped to thrive academically and personally.
LEGISLATION:
This Accessibility Plan is drawn up in compliance with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting of progress of the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period. The Equality Act 2010 replaced all existing equality legislation, including the Disability Discrimination Act. The effect of the law is the same as in the past, meaning that “schools cannot unlawfully discriminate against pupils because of sex, race, disability, religion or belief and sexual orientation”.

THE ACCESSIBILITY AUDIT:
This plan outlines the Governing Body’s proposals to ensure appropriate access to education for disabled pupils across three key areas: curriculum, environment, and information.
· Curriculum Access: We aim to enhance opportunities for pupils with disabilities to fully participate in the school curriculum. This includes not only classroom learning but also extracurricular activities such as after-school clubs, cultural events, leisure activities, and school trips.
· Physical Environment Improvement: We are committed to improving the physical environment of the school to better accommodate children with disabilities or special educational needs, enabling them to access education and related services. This involves making necessary adjustments to facilities and providing physical aids to support learning.
· Information Accessibility: We will improve the delivery of information to our SEND pupils, ensuring that materials typically provided in written form (e.g., handouts, timetables, textbooks, and event information) are accessible. Information will be adapted to meet the needs and preferences of pupils and their parents and will be provided within a reasonable timeframe.
By addressing these areas, we aim to create an inclusive learning environment that supports the needs of all pupils.


THE CURRENT RANGE OF DISABILITIES WITHIN ALBANY INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL:
The school has children with a range of disabilities which includes children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder, ADHD, Developmental disorder, Ambulatory disabilities where pupils require wheelchairs or support for mobility and significant medical needs including anaphylaxis. 
When children enter school with specific disabilities, the school contacts the LA professionals for assessments, support and guidance for the school and parents. We have some children who have asthma and all staff are aware of these children. Inhalers are kept in the classroom which is clearly labelled. Some children have allergies or food intolerances and these are included in the ‘Medical Needs Register’. 
All medical information is collated and available to staff, in class registers, and within the school office. We have competent First Aiders who hold current First Aid certificates these were updated in November 2024. All prescribed medication is kept in the school office which has easy access for assigned members of staff. Administration of Medicines consent forms are filled in by parents outlining the illness and amount and time of medication. All medication that is given is recorded. This file is kept in the school office. 
Where children are required to take medication on a regular basis they have a care plan which has been agreed with parents to ensure there are clear protocols for contact in the event of an emergency. Medicines are administered or supervised by an adult. Dates and times are recorded and signed by two members of staff, these records are kept within the school office.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
· Staff members will act in accordance with the school’s Accessibility Policy and Accessibility Plan at all times. All staff members are responsible for ensuring that their actions do not discriminate against any pupil, parent / carer or colleague. 
· The school will create an Accessibility Plan with the intention of improving the school’s accessibility. Governors Board are responsible for monitoring the Accessibility Plan. 
· The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) will ensure that staff members are aware of individual pupils’ disabilities or medical conditions where necessary. 
· As part of the induction of a new pupil, the SENCO will establish whether the pupil has any disabilities or medical conditions which the school should be aware of. 
· The SENCO is responsible for consulting with relevant and reputable professional experts if challenging situations regarding pupils with disabilities are experienced. 
· The school works closely with the Local Authority, where appropriate, and relevant external agencies to effectively create and implement the school’s Accessibility Plan. 
· The SENCO works closely with teaching and support staff to ensure that pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are appropriately supported. 
· All staff members have training on equality issues with reference to the Equality Act 2010. Designated staff members are trained to effectively support pupils with medical conditions



	ALBANY INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL ACCESSIBILITY PLAN 2024 - 2027

	Aim
	Objectives
	Strategies
	Outcome
	Timescale

	IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN ACCESS TO THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
	· To ensure that adjustments to the school building and grounds maintain accessible for all children and adults
	· Audits to be completed to ensure accessibility for all
	· Modifications will be made if necessary when audits are completed
	Annually or sooner if required

	
	· To ensure building upkeep / maintenance takes account of accessibility requirements.
	· Make considerations to colour schemes to ensure the environment is not overwhelming 
· Ensure signing is clear and visible and of good standard
· Ensure there is play equipment outside that children can access and use
	· Facilities will be regularly maintained and updated when required
· All children and staff will be aware of signs and see them clearly
· Classroom environments will be consistent and calming for children who may find bright colours overwhelming
· All children will be included during play/lunch times
	Annually but additional safety walks and maintenance will be observed regularly to ensure all areas of school are safe and accessible

Classroom environments will be monitored by teachers and SLT termly.

Every day using OPAL scheme

	IMPROVE THE ACCESS TO INFORMATION FOR PUPILS WITH A DISABILITY
	· To ensure that all parents / carers and members of the school community can access information.
	· Copies of information will be sent through different forms of communication e.g. digital (Class Dojo), written, verbal. 
· Copies of information for parents can be provided in their first language
	· Appropriate formats are sent to parents so all adults receive needed information
· Parents who are EAL have a clearer understanding of information given
	As needed

As needed

	
	· To ensure that parents who are unable to attend school because of disability can access parent / child consultations.
	· Phone calls to be offered to parents as an alternative 
· Additional parents’ evenings either face to face or over the phone are to be arranged for more in depth conversations and information sharing

	· Parents can receive information in a way that is suitable for them and ensures information is not missed
· Extra time is allocated to go through information for SEN children in more detail with parents
	Termly


After each parents evening
Additional times allocated for teachers to meet with parents to discuss targets and progress

	
	· Ensure resources and materials are accessible for dyslexic pupils
	· Information about different needs including dyslexia is available to staff on teams
· Coloured overlays are available for children who require it
	· Resources are tailored to meet the children’s needs and aid with their learning
· Staff are confident about their knowledge of children’s needs
	As needed

	
	· Ensure all information including medical is accessible to all staff
	· All medical information about children are in class folders which are accessible to all staff
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Digital information about children are accessible to all on Scholarpack
	· Important information is easily accessible 
· Staff are able to check information easily if needed
· Staff and school are up to date with medical information
	Accessible at all times

As needed

	INCREASE ACCESS TO THE CURRICULUM FOR PUPILS WITH A DISABILITY
	· To continue to train staff to enable them to meet the needs of children with a range of SEND.
	· SENCO will liaise with staff to understand what training is needed. 
· SENCO will also review the needs of the children and provide needed training. 
	· Staff are able to enable all children including those with SEND
· Staff will feel more confident about teaching to accommodate needs
· SENCO will have up to date knowledge about needs across school and provide appropriate training
	Termly reviews with staff who support SEND children

Termly meetings with parents to gain update on children’s needs

	
	· To ensure that all children have reasonable access to out of school educational visits, after school clubs and residential visits.
	· Staff will ensure appropriate risk assessments are completed for SEND children to ensure risk is reduced and actions are taken. 
· Staff will discuss trips and visits in advance with parents to ensure clear communication
· Extra support will be provided for children to ensure they are able to engage
	· All providers and out of school education will comply with legislation to ensure that the needs of all the children are met.
· Parents will have appropriate information in advance
· Children will be able to access different enrichments
	Risk assessments are written and uploaded onto EVOLVE prior to educational visits 



	
	· To provide specialist equipment to promote participation in learning by all pupils.
	· Ensure equipment is provided to meet children’s needs for intimate care e.g. changing mats
· Where needed, school will ensure equipment such as headphones, chew equipment, pencil grips, sensory circuits are provided
· SENCO will ensure any new starters who may need specialist chairs or tables are provided for with support of the OT
	· Children’s needs will be met appropriately during times of the day 
· Children will be able to develop strategies which allow them to be more independent with their learning and self-help.
· Children will have a smooth transition into and through school with the appropriate support in place
	Reviewed termly by SENCO



SENCO will review when needed for new pupils

	
	· To meet the needs of individuals during the statutory testing
	· Additional support will be provided to ensure the children can meet their full potential during testing e.g. using a reader, scribe, rest breaks
· Specific assessment tools will be used for particular children to monitor and show progress e.g. B Squared
	· Barriers to learning will be removed to ensure that children can reach their full potential
· Assessments will be child appropriate and show clearer steps of progress
	During the termly assessments

	
	· Promote independence in classroom
	· SENCO and teachers will provide strategies for children to use independently when regulating their emotions 
· Scaffolds and adapted teaching will be implemented in high quality teaching to ensure children can access their learning
· Resources within the classroom are clearly labelled and accessible for all children
	· Children will be able to access their learning due to learning regulatory strategies to help aid their emotions
· Children will be able to access their learning in a way tailored to their needs
· Children will be independent when moving and accessing things around school
	As needed daily



image1.jpeg




